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An hilarious, enlightening romp through the world of numbers with one of Australia’s best-loved broadcasters.
Why do people get freaked out by Friday the 13th?* Where
does a ‘dozen’ come from? Who was Erno Rubik? And how
do you become a master at Sudoku?
In 100 bite-sized chapters, mathematician, broadcaster
and comedian Adam Spencer unlocks the secrets of the
world of numbers.
If you’ve ever wondered about the ‘fourth dimension’, why
spider monkeys have so many bones in their hands, which
numbers are truly narcissistic, or how on earth you play
‘Buckyball’, Adam Spencer’s Big Book of Numbers will set
you straight.
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* Answers: 1) The Vikings and the Knights Templar are mostly to blame for our fear of Friday the 13th. At least in English-speaking countries. In Spanishspeaking countries Tuesday the 13th is considered unlucky!
2) The word ‘dozen’ comes from the Latin word duodecim, duo meaning two and decim ten. Twelve played an important part in many counting systems and
we still see traces of that today – 12 hours from noon till midnight, 12 pence in the old shilling in the UK etc. Twelve has the benefit of dividing into half,
thirds or quarters and giving a whole number answer, as opposed to ten.
3) Erno Rubik is a Hungarian inventor, architect and professor of architecture best known for his invention of mechanical puzzles including the Rubik’s Cube.
4) Practise. In 2005 Bertram Felgenhauer and Frazer Jarvis showed that there are 9! × 722 × 27 × 27,704,267,971 = 6,670,903,752,021,072,936,960 different valid
sudoku grids!
To find out about ‘fourth dimensions’ etc, you’ll have to read the book!
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